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Here for kids. Here for families.

CEDARS Carriage House

Over its 75-year history, CEDARS has evolved along with emerging best practices to provide exceptional, nationally
accredited care for Nebraska’s most vulnerable kids and families. Serving youth who are homeless or without stable
living arrangements, CEDARS founding program - Emergency Shelter - has operated at or near capacity since the
disruption of the pandemic.

Critical Need for Services

Every month, CEDARS receives dozens of referrals from various sources. Each of those young people need a safe
place to spend the night, and each one deserves the stability of a home. Based on various studies, it is estimated
that there are more than 350 youth experiencing homelessness each day in the Lincoln area. Of those 350 youth,
nearly 100 are pregnant and/or parenting their own young children. And while we do not have a reliable estimate
for the number of youth in this often-desperate situation in Omaha, we are confident it is proportionately higher.

Additionally, CEDARS serves dozens of young people in its Bridges Transitional Living Program with furnished
apartments across the community and support from CEDARS staff. A number of these youth are pregnant or
parenting and from our experience, these youth would greatly benefit from an intensive supported living
environment before moving into an apartment in the community. There are currently no other specialized

programs for this population in our community.

CEDARS Response - Carriage House

CEDARS is planning to build Carriage House, a new 6,800 square foot structure on its 5-acre Lincoln campus at
6601 Pioneers Boulevard. Envisioned as a beloved home for special guests and an expansion of Emergency Shelter,
this program will prioritize pregnant and parenting teens. A 90-120 day expected stay will allow CEDARS to serve
up to 24 youth each year. Features include four 1-bedroom and two 2-bedroom apartments, as well as common

space for youth and office space for staff to provide ongoing supervision and support.

In addition to safety and stability, participants would receive intensive life skills such as prenatal care, parenting,
nutrition, budgeting, household maintenance, continued education and/or employment, and how to access health
care and other resources. Mental health and therapeutic services will also be in place, all designed to prepare these
youth for successful community living in a Transitional Living apartment or back home to family.

Investment Needed
The total project cost is $3,000,000 and includes the new structure ($2.04M), resulting campus HVAC and sewer
upgrades ($380K), furnishings ($180K), and first year operational costs ($S400K).
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